HISTORIC CONSULTATIONS IN KOREA — The 

urch relationship, which took place recently in Seoul, Korea, included representatives of 

the Presbyterian Church of Korea, the U. S. and U.S.A. Presbyterian Churches, the United 
urch of Canada, and the Presbyterian Church of Australia. 


ong these attending the . representing the Southern Presbyterians, are the 
following: Back row, third, fourth and fifth from the left are the Rev. John Talmadge, the Rev. 
Joseph B. Hopper, Dr. W..A. Linton, and Dr. E. M. Boyer: Fourth row, third, fifth 
from left, are the Rev. R. K. Robinson, the Rev. Dwight Linton, and Dr. David Seel. ° 
row (seated) first, fifth and ninth, are Dr. D. J. Cumming, Dr. Wm. M. Elliott erator, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.) and Miss Florence Root. Seated at the left of the U.S. erator 
is the moderator of the Korean Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Lee Tai-young. | 
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Sovereign in Both... 
Justice and Love 


“Remember the former things of old: for 
I am God, and there is none else; I am God 
and there is none like me, declaring the 
end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet done, say- 
ing, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 


all my pleasure:” | 
Isaiah 46:9-10. 


“Modern man needs to be rescued from his 
own cleverness,” so said a recent writer and 
he probably spoke more truly than he knew. 


Secular magazines are filled with articles 
about how America can maintain its economic 
prosperity; how men can make and retain more 
money; how we can plan for more and greater 
leisure and amusements. 


In all of this planning God seems to be 
forgotten, or if mentioned He seems to be regard- 
ed as simply a benevolent ally whom we are 
— by permitting to come along for the 
ride. 


For all of our vaunted interest in religion 
too many of us are forgetting that the God with 
whom we have to do is not an amiable Santa 
Claus but is the Sovereign God of all the Uni- 
verse, the one who deals with nations and with 
individuals according to the inexorable laws 
of His holiness, justice and love. This God of 
love is not deformed by that glorious attribute, 
He is also the God of holiness and justice. He 
is love, yes, but He is also a consuming fire. 


We Christians need a new vision of the holi- 


ness of God; of the fact that He is sovereign 
and that our ways must conform to his, not 
his to ours. 


In Isaiah we find a thought which is also 
expressed in other parts of the Bible: “Woe 
to him that striveth with his Maker! . . . Shall 
the clay say to him that fashioned it, What 
makest thou”? 
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We are living in a time when there is entirely 
too much familiarity with God, too much flip- 
pancy when speaking of Him and His works, 
too much of a spirit of setting up a god wholly 
different from the One portrayed in the Scrip- 
tures. There is also grave danger of accepting 
those attributes of the Son of God which appeal 
to our own interpretations of Him and failing 
to see other attributes of this One in whom 


dwells “all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” 


For the Christian all fear of God is banished, 
but for the unbeliever there should be abject 


fear. For the Christian there is confidence and | 


hope and peace. For the non-Christian only a 
certain fearful anticipation of impending judg- 
ment. | 


The Gospel message is only complete if it | 


presents both the judgment of God and the 


_ redemption which He offers through Christ. 


No concept of God is accurate which does not 
include Him as a loving Heavenly Father, and 
also the Sovereign Judge of all the universe. 


“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of him. Even so, Amen.” 

—L.N.B. 


Let Them Include Alcohol! 


The overwhelming scientific evidence that ex- 
cessive smoking of cigarettes predisposes to heart 
disease and is an underlying cause of lung can- 
cer is causing consideration in Congress of a 


bill to demand that such potential danger be 


printed on every package that is sold. 
Fair enough! 


But what about the radio, TV and magazine 
advertising of alcoholic beverages? A genera- 
tion of young Americans is being assiduously 
taught by the liquor industry that drinking 1s 
normal, attractive and desirable for “right 
living.” 
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Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
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What about alcoholism and its destruction — 


of the body and the soul? What about the misery 
alcohol causes? What about the economic loss 
(to everyone except the liquor industry) which 
is a direct result of drinking? What about the 

ualor and poverty which go hand in hand 
with liquor? What about the debauched young 
women and the broken homes which are the 
direct result of alcohol? What about the souls 
in hell because of the results of drink? 


Powerful, ruthless interests are determined 
that Americans shall drink more and more 
alcohol. These interests will attack individuals, 
besmirch characters, frame opponents, buy up 
opposition, plant false evidence, do anything 
to maintain their business. 


No one has any illusions as to the gangsterism 
of the prohibition era. What many fail to 
understand is that the same greed for money 
can make the suave and socially impeccable 
owner of legalized brewery and distillery far 
more dangerous to society as a whole than the 
Chicago gangster with a sub-machine gun and 
a will to kill. 


If the advertising of cigaretttes shall be made 
to include warning as to their potential dan- 
gers, then let us go one far more important 
step and require that the potential dangers of 
alcohol also be put side by side with the men 
of distinction and the pictures of “gracious 


living.” | 
—L.N.B. 


Un-gilding Lilies 


One who grows up in a tradition finds it hard 
to depart from it. We are thinking of hymnody. 
The Church’s hymn-book has always been a 
source of limitless interest, as also of comfort 
and instruction. It is both the expression and 


_the fashioner of the Church’s life and thought. 


Those responsible directly for the new red 
Pan-Presbyterian book, called “The Hymnal” 
have made commendable gestures touching their 
attitude about the poetic compositions included 


in the list. We read from the Preface, page 6: 


“Much effort has been expended to secure the 
one best version of those hymns which have suf- 
fered many alterations in the course of time.” 


_ None can gainsay their intent; on their good 


judgment there may be difference of opinion. 


Bickersteth’s ““O 


Just now there are not at hand any data for 
verifying or rejecting variations inserted in this 
new book as over against the older hymnals. 
And the reader will of course be at liberty to 
charge the following paragraphs to the writer’s 
partiality to that which still appears to be the 
best and certainly the far from exhausted treas- 
ures in poetry and in melody in the old “Psalms 
and Hymns.” 


For example, one cannot but feel the distinct 
loss when even in the interest of confirming 
the incunabula, the beautiful “O Day of Rest 
and Gladness” is truncated. And if “When 
Morning Gilds the Skies’ be of anonymous Ger- 
man origin, how can editors be certain that only 
four of the commonly accepted stanzas are au- 
thentic, the other four being deleted? And we 
are pained to see that one-half of the stanzas 


- generally charged to Stowell are rejected, in his 


“From Every Stormy Wind That Blows.” Again 
we feel robbed of part of our heritage when 
the Rock of Ages” is bereft 
of .its last part: “Lord, crown our faith’s en- 
deavor with beauty and with grace...” The 
heart feels that something is sadly wrong when 
in the use of Watts’ thrilling, “I Sing the Al- 
mighty Power of God,” only three of six soul- 
uplifting stanzas are found! The omitted parts 
sound Wattsian; and if it can be proved that he 
did not write them, he ought to have done sol 


‘We who have been transported to the very gates 


of Heaven, on the increasing surge of feeling, 
as the organ peals and the choir-led congre- 
gation pours out its very soul, are left hanging 
The grand old hymn has been 
wrecked on the rock of reputed historicity. 


We have grown accustomed to seeing in con- 
nection with the author’s name, the not-infre- 
quent appended note advising that certain parts 
of some hymns have been added by others. 
Maybe so; maybe no. But at any rate, such 
notation would guarantee the integrity of The 
Hymnbook’s editors and also conserve the beau- 
tiful and appropriate parts of hymns, which this 
last book omits. With such protection, the 
minutia of stark historical accuracy may some- 
times be sacrificed in the interest of spiritual 
instruction. For another example, there is truth 
which sadly needs stress in the omitted last 


stanza of Katherine Hankey’s “Tell Me the Old 


Old Story”; viz. that this world’s empty glory 
is costing me too dear.” Another illustration, 
in Robert Robinson’s “Mighty God While 


_ Angels Bless Thee,” there are four stanzas of 
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eight lines each. It appears rather keen “critical 
divination” that only the last half of stanza 3 
and the first of stanza 4 are authentic, thus 


omitting the very appropriate reference to the 


adumbration of the Gospel in the Old Testa- 
ment times in stanza 3, and the even more 
important distinct inclusion of the Second Com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ, at the end of the 
poem. 

It must be admitted that on the score of the 
critical point that the more difficult and abtruse 
is more likely the original, the red book has 
grounds for changing Montgomery’s “In the 
Hour of Trial,”—the last stanza. But by the 
same mark, Watts’ “For such a worm as I” 
should be retained rather than the long sub- 
stituted “For sinners such as I.” A number of 
folk don’t like to be called worms. The Psalmist 
does not object. Again, John Newton’s “Glori- 
ous Things of Thee Are Spoken, Zion . . .” has 
the ring of Newtonian writership in its last 
stanza. The personal testimony at its beginning 
is most appropriate; and “Solid joys and lasting 
pleasures, only Zion’s children know’’ is too rich 
testimony to throw out on some technical basis. 

Whatever the risk of exposing one’s ignorance, 
it must be remarked that John Wesley was too 
loyal an Arminian to miss the chance of writing 
as the last line of his “A Charge To Keep I 
Have” the words: “Assured if I my trust betray 
I shall forever die.’”’ The substituted “Let me 
ne’er my trust betray, But press to realms on 
high” sounds like somebody watered down Wes- 
ley. Calvinistic objection to the poem should 
be more properly directed against the first 
stanza. For a final observation on the hymns 
and their changes, notice another of Wesley’s 
creations, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” We 
hazard the thought that the change in the second 
stanza was made for one of two reasons. (We 
believe that a change has been made. Remem- 
ber the principle: the harder or the more un- 
likely is presumably the original). The two 
reasons are: Modesty and theology. In these 
days, it is hardly chargeable to the former rea- 
son that the expression “Offspring of the Virgin’s 
womb” should be toned down to “To the earth 
from Heaven’s home.” Are we no longer willing 
to sing of our faith in the Virgin birth of the 
Saviour? 

Envoi: The world do move. 

R.F.G. 


Some Facts About the Jews 


One of the most foolish things a person can 
do is to adopt an anti-Semitic attitude. That 
the Jews have remained a separate people, scat- 
tered though they are to the four winds of 
heaven, is a mute testimony to their integrity - 
as a race and, many believe, to the fact that 
there is yet reserved for them a specific part 
in history. 


In 1940 there were about 16,000,000 Jews in 
the world. Hitler and his followers were re. 
sponsible for the deaths of about 6,000,000. To- 
day it is estimated there are 11,000,000 scattered 
among the nations. In the Argentine alone 
there are some 600,000. The Jewish population 
in the United States is about 5,500;000; in the 
country of Israel approximately 2,000,000. 


‘The number of Hebrew Christians is not 
known because, in almost every instance, they 
have identified themselves with some evangel- 
ical denomination. In Israel there are said to 
be about 300 Christians with an unknown num.- 
ber of secret believers. 


Crushed, scattered, persecuted, the Jews are 
a remarkable people. Virile, brilliant, laying | 
great store on education, active in scientific 
research, persistent and efficient in business, 
their influence is so much greater than their 
numbers that these phenomena alone are an in- 
centive to careful study. 


The Jew is a challenge to the Christian for, 
in the providence of God, our own faith is 
fixed in the God of Abraham and our salvation 


depends on One who, —n' to the flesh, 


was a Jew. 


Believing in the uniqueness and finality of 
Christ as man’s redeemer from sin, we Chris- 
tians owe a debt to all men, including the Jew, 
and our evangelistic outreach must include him 
for whom Christ also died. As a neighbor across 
the street, as a business acquaintance, as a pro- 
fessional associate, it behooves the Christian 
to show that the faith he professes is one which 
transforms, with daily evidence of the fruits of 
the Spirit in his life. 


Probably more than at any time in generations 
the Jews are receptive to the Christian message. 
Christians should both pray and work to that 
end. —L.N.B. 


KING COLLEGE 


Coeducational ... Founded 1867 
Sound a education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Sciences, Business Education. Feur Types 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $895.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
ZT. i LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Four-year Liberal Arts, 


ef Schelarships: 
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How the Commandments — 
Are Numbered 


In the current issue of THEOLOGY TODAY, 
page 176, there is a reference to stealing by 
means of doing r work. This is described 
as a violation of the Seventh Commandment. 
Now we are not criticizing the distinguished 
scholar who so wrote. Presumably he was reared 
in an atmosphere where the influence of the 
Roman Catholic and/or Lutheran numbering 
of the commandments was so dominant that 
even the Reformed people used the “‘accepted”’ 
terminology. We are only calling attention to 
this item as an occasion for remarking on the 
numbering of the Ten Words. 


The Bible speaks of the commandments as 
ten, but does not explicitly say where one 
stops or another begins. As a result there are 
at least two ways of numbering. The method 
of the mediaeval church was continued in 
both the Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
Churches. The Reformed Churches used the 
method familiar to most of us. The difference 
is seen in the opening and in the closing of 
the Decalogue. ‘The mediaeval way was to lump 
both the object of worship and the method 
of worship, what we Reformed call the first 


and the second, into the one first command- 
ment. Then what we call the tenth is divided 


into two, one forbidding lust and the other 
covetousness. 


The Decalogue occurs in Exodus 20 and again 
in Deuteronomy 5. In the former case the final 
section begins, Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bor’s house, and follows with, Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s wife. On the other hand, 
in Deuteronomy the order is reversed: desiring 
the neighbor’s wife is first forbidden, then de- 
siring his house. This reversal of order seems 
to us to make of the whole matter of coveting, 
lusting, desiring what is another’s to be one 
commandment — the Tenth Commandment. 


If this position be taken, then the first com- 
mandment is, Thou shalt have no other gods 


before me. It concerns the One Whom we | 


are to worship and to trust. And the second 


commandment is, Thou shalt not make unto 


thee any graven image, or any likeness of any- 
thing . . . Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them nor serve thtem. This concerns the mode 


by which God is pleased to be worshipped. He 


has made Himself our God and has revealed 
in His Word the manner in which He invites us 
to come into His Presence and worship Him. 


When one takes the “mediaeval” mode of 
numbering the commandments and then ab- 
breviates the list for the sake of teaching little 
children, the whole matter of how to worship 
drops out of the summary. Then the sum- 
maries go thus: 


AUGUST 7. 1957 


I. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 


II. Thou shalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain. 


Our Reformed numbering places the empha- 
sis not only on God the Redeemer from Egypt 
and from the bonds of Satan as the object of 


_worship, but also on how He wills to be wor- 


shipped. In utter grace and love, God has 
made Himself our God and our Saviour in 
Jesus Christ. Our Lord Jesus bids us, If ye 
love Me, keep my commandments.. In grati- 
tude to God for saving us let us study to do 
those things His loving heart has directed for 
His glory and our good. Let us seek to tread 
the courts of His sanctuary in the ways ordained 
by our bountiful King Jesus. And as we think 
of our neighbors let us turn our hearts away 
from lust and covetousness in every form. “Be 
content with such things as ye have, for Him- 
self hath said: I will never leave thee nor for- 
sake thee. Jesus Christ is the same 


yesterday, today and forever.” 
—W.C.R. 


The Sun and the Moon Stood Stull 


By J. V. N. Talmage, B.E. 
No. 3 The Commentators 


The statement that the sun and the moon 
stood still has been a problem to modern com- 
mentators, who attempt to solve it in various 
ways. The fundamentalists, science or no scli- 
ence, firm in their belief that the Bible is the 
Word of God, take the passage literally. Other 
Bible students, equally convinced of the trust- 
worthiness of the Word, have sought to find 
some other meaning to the passage than the 
most obvious. Many have thought that the 
expression translated “be still” actually means 
“be silent,” and that the passage means that 
God sheltered the Israelites by storm clouds 


from the heat. But other parts of the narrative 


do not fit in with this interpretation. 


Perhaps it will be well to notice the treat- 
ment of the passage by two experts in the much 
advertised Interpreter’s Bible. Dr. John Bright 
of the Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, is a distinguished Hebrew 
scholar, and has done some archeological work 
in Palestine under the well-known Dr. W. F. 
Albright. He comments that the passage can 
only mean what the English translation indi- 
cates. He admits the passage is difficult, but 
remarks that rationalizing is profitless. He is 
no scientist, and has no scientific explanation 
to make, and so wisely passes on. 


In this scientific age it is difficult to imagine 


a theological professor so uninformed on scien- 
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tific matters as the other expositor, Dr. J. B. 
Sizoo, seems to be. This highly specialized 
theologian does not believe the passage is trust- 
worthy or even sensible. He feels it is absurd 
to think of the sun and the moon standing still, 
especially at the command of a man. It is-abso- 
lutely incomprehensible that a man of his theo- 
logical stature should think that men would 
be flung into space if the rotation of the earth 
would stop. Finally he quotes one of those 
made-in-America arm-chair orientalisms, opin- 
ing that it was an oriental way of saying Joshua 
was praying for greater time. 


Does Dr. Sizoo think that if a Greyhound bus 
traveling 60 miles an hour stopped, all the 
passengers would go through the front wind- 
shield? No, he knows that the skillful. driver 
would bring the bus slowly to a gentle stop. 
Why not attribute to the Driver of the universe 
the same wisdom and skill. 


Dr. Sizoo’s criticism of the passage sounds 
more like that of an unbeliever than a dis- 
tinguished theological professor. These unfor- 
tunate remarks come from his association with 
so-called “Old Testament scholarship” which 
thinks itself superior to the Word of God. 


The writer feels that the remark of Dr. Bright 
concerning the profitlessness of rationalizing is 
exceedingly timely. What a man does not 
know he should let alone until he is better 
informed. Faith is trusting when we do not 
understand as well as when we do. The writer 
has found in experience that a difficult passage 
often becomes the most valuable when later 
understood. 


Memphis 8, Tenn. 
Dear Sirs: | 


I would express my appreciation of the article 
in your issue of July 10, 1957, on “SMOKING.” 


The evil of tobacco, particularly cigarette smok- 
ing, has long been recognized. It has been given 
somewhat of publicity in newspapers recently, and 
especially in articles in the READER’S DIGEST 
telling results of scientific investigation. Producers 
of tobacco products always reply that the matter 
has not been fully proven, and that there are other 
possible causes of the ailments attributed to cig- 
arettes and in some measure to the use of tobacco 
in other ways. Yet many of the very highest people 
continue to use ‘“‘the stuff.”’ And our church papers 
have little or nothing to say about it. 


Perhaps I’m a “crank,” but I do appreciate your 
publishing this article. | 
Sincerely yours, 
Chas. S. Ramsey 


PAGE 6 


Dear Brethren: 


Please accept my most hearty thanks for the 
“Children’s Page.” I know the children in homes 
where your good paper is read will be delighted 
with this feature and Grostiy blessed by its being 
stories from the very Word of God. 


David T. Lauderdale, 
. Lexington, Va. 


Dear Editor: 


This little plug from your June 26, 1957, issue 
intrigues my thinking. 
It is said that Jonathan Edwards before he died, 
claimed his children for God. Investigation showed that 


in five generations not one failed to embrace the 
Christian faith. 


Was not Aaron Burr the grandson of Edwards? 
Insofar as any account of his (Burr’s) life records, 
he died without Christ. However, if you have in- 
formation that Burr did experience regeneration 


I would be delighted to know of it. 


With deepest appreciation of your heroic stand 
for “the faith once delivered to the saints,’”’ I am 


Sincerely in Christ 


(Rev.) Frank J. Lenk, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 


Our correspondent is correct in speaking of 
Aaron Burr, the noted politician, duelist and 
renegade, as being a grandson of Jonathan 
Edwards, which would indicate that the “little 
plug” referred to is misleading, and in a meas: 
ure it is. It was copied from an exchange. The 
author’s mistake was in saying “five genera- 
tions.” Aaron Burr was a grandson of Jonathan 
Edwards, but he was not two years old when 
his grandfather died, and being the infant son 
of Esther, Jonathan Edwards’ daughter who 
was married to the Reverend Aaron Burr, Sr., 
president of Princeton, it would not be un- 
reasonable for his grandfather to count him as 
among the saved of his descendants. 


Aaron Burr, “the second” was conspicuously 
the “black sheep” of his clan. He lived a 
tragic, hectic, sinful life and died at the age of 
80 in great misery. At one time, when a student 
at Princetcn an evangelistic meeting at the in- 
stitution resulted in the conversion of a large 
number of the students, and Burr was under 
deep conviction, but seemed unable to make up 
his mind. He consulted his favorite professor, 
who evidently was not in full sympathy with the 
meeting and advised him not to allow his emo- 
tions to warp his judgment; but to wait until 
the “excitement” was over, then calmly and 
unhurriedly decide what he should do. That 
settled it. Burr drifted back and never came 
in sight of salvation again. His course was 
steadily downward, like a brilliant meteor having 
swept across its zenith. Harlow’s “History of the 
United States’ gives him this brief mention: 
“The Federalists renominated John Adams, 
while the Democrats nominated Jefferson and 
Aaron Burr. Burr was the grandson of the 
clergyman, Jonathan Edwards, and the son of a 
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resident of Princeton. After serving with honor 
in the Revolution he devoted himself to law, 

litics and feminine society. He elevated noth- 
ing which he touched. Personally, he was a man 
of unusual charm, and he was blessed with a 
store of cheerfulness that never deserted him. 
But he lacked robust convictions about every- 
thing, and he was devoid of moral sense. ‘Great 
minds’ he was fond of saying, ‘care little for 


small morals’.” Alexander Hamilton, whom he 
afterwards killed in a duel, said of him: “I trust 


the Federalists will not finally be so mad as to 


vote for Burr. I speak with an intimate and 
accurate knowledge of his character. His ele- 
vation can only promote the purposes of the 
desperate and the profligate.” 


W.CS. 


Why The Only Sectional 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


Not long ago I was sitting at my desk talking 
to an honored Home Missionary of the Presby- 


terian Church, U.S.A., about the world-wide — 


mission of the Church. He was sharing with me 
some of the joys of his work, and in the course 
of the conversation he made one specially 
thought-provoking remark. Said he, | 


“I wouldn’t be surprised if we (U.S.A. Presby 
terians) do not have as strong an industrial 
work in the South as you do. In the city of 


New Orleans alone we have half a dozen churches © 


ministering to the working population—virtually 
the only Presbyterian churches doing so.” 


As we talked on it suddenly struck me: what 
excuse does any Church have for being a sec- 
tional Church? 


The Presbyterian Church U.S.A. certainly is 
not. ‘They are represented in every state in the 
union. Within the bounds of our Assembly 
they have schools, colleges and other institutions. 
Hundreds of U.S.A. churches: dot the Southern 
scene—urban, rural and industrial. As a matter 
of fact, the U.S.A. concern in the South may 
well prove to be less “class” conscious than the 
U.S. concern. Although we are facing our re- 
sponsibility to the working man with increasing 
devotion it is still true that our fastest growing 
congregations are located in the traditional 
“middle-class” suburban developments, not in 
the industrial communities, the army camps, the 
crowded and “decaying” sections of our larger 
cities. Where Presbyterianism is represented on 
a level somewhat lower than that associated with 
comfort and culture, it is often in the person 
of U.S.A. Presbyterians. 


The Southern Baptists certainly are not a 
sectional Church. At the recent meeting of the 
Southern Convention in Chicago (no Southern 
City!) it was noted that the rate of increase in 
Southern Baptist congregations in the North 
had been more rapid than that of the American 
(or Northern) Baptists. Southern churches now 
flourish in 46 states. In Chicago the Southern 
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Convention is today represented by 56 congre- 
gations, an increase of 50 during the past five 
years. And these brethren have over 1000 con- 
gregations in the Great Lakes area. The recent 
1957 Convention, by a rousing majority, de- 
feated a move to remove the “Southern” label 
from the official name of the denomination, de- 
spite the thousands of congregations north of the 
Mason-Dixon line. Baptists do not consider 
themselves sectional! 


Neither does any other denomination operat: 
ing within the territory of the South. Lutherans 
of every Synod may be found—often in isolated 
loneliness—far from the nerve centers of their 
denominations. The United Presbyterians who 
recently merged with their Northern counter- 


part were scattered throughout several of the . 


Synods we call our own. 


Therefore, what valid reason exists for the 
U.S. Church to consider the northern boundary 
of its Assembly an impenetrable ecclesiastical 


curtain? Is there anything in our Title or Con- 


stitution which says that a U.S. church may not 
properly be located anywhere in the United 


States? I think not. 


We believe in the integrity and validity of our 
particular witness and we believe we have a 


world-wide mission. Are there none beyond our 


present borders—in these United States—whom 


we should win to the Christ we serve? Are there 
none in Montana, or Pennsylvania, who might 


profitably enlarge the work of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States—except they first 


_move to Georgia or Virginia? 


If our vision is truly world-wide, we must 


not only strengthen our stakes at home, we must 


enlarge our borders! This, I believe, can be 


done in two general ways: 


1) By establishing new Presbyterian U.S. con- 


gregations in new areas where Presbyterianism 
is not represented and where people live who 


want to be Presbyterians. 
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2) By receiving whole congregations desiring 
to cast their lot with us, when motives and zeal, 
as well as faith and order are conducive to the 
welfare of our cherished fellowship. We do this 
already, of course. Within the past five years 
alone a total of twelve whole congregations were 
added to our number from other denominations. 
Surely geography imposes no limitation upon 
the practice? 

Recently the 4th Presbyterian Church of 
Spokane, Washington, severed its administrative 
ties with its denomination. The reasons may 
have been questionable and the motives ulterior. 
I don’t know. Again, they may have not been 
so. If, as that congregation alleges, it seeks a 
more conservative affiliation—and a competent 
ecclesiastical court renders a favorable decision— 
why should it not be added to the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States? : 


We could, it seems to me, start the ball rolling 
in the following manner: First, acting upon a 
proper Overture, the General Assembly would 
empower border Synods to receive, as affiliate 
members, congregations organized through a for- 
ward-reaching extension program beyond their 
borders (together with existing congregations 
desiring to be received) — until a sufficient 
number of such congregations exists to justify 
additional Presbyteries and Synods. 


Congregations that are separated from the 
present boundaries by greater distances would 
remain affiliate members until a sufficient num- 
ber have been gathered to warrant a more re- 
sponsible organization. 

Home missionaries volunteering to labor be- 
yond the bounds of our present Assembly would 
be commissioned under the authority of the 
Board of Church Extension until—or unless— 
it should seem wise to establish a separate au- 
thority for the oversight of National Missions. 


During the recent debate over church union, 
there were many who defended the continuation 
_ of our Southern Church on the basis of its clear 
and untarnished witness to the Reformed tra- 
dition. We did not champion our denomination 
because we wanted to preserve a_ sectional 
Church. Now, if we really meant what we said, 
it is time to take steps to enlarge our witness. 
All that is needed is a proper overture, and the 
favorable action of a General Assembly. Are 
we interested? | 


AFRICA 
IS EXPLODING! 


**Africa is like an exploding mass 
of yeast." 
He adds: “Today’s Africa may 
not know exactly where it is go- 
ing, but it is on the march, and 
marching fast toward Western 
standards.” — 

Willit explode 


toward Christianity? 


Will it march toward God or into 
_ the civilized paganism of the mod- 
ern world? 

It’s your decision. You have the 
responsibility to give the Word of 
God to the continent of Africa. 

PTL is giving away Gospels at the 
rate of 30,000 a week. So many cager 
hands are reaching for them that the 
Word of God hus to be rationed. 
You can help today by sending your 
gift to 
Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 


The Pocket, Testament, Leaque 


156 Fifth Avenue New York 10. N .Y 


College 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Write To 
McFERRAN CROWE. President 


* High academic standard: 

* Strong in the faith 

* Select student body 

* Fine program of recreation and activities 
* Reasonable in cost 


A Four-Year Co-Educational College Owned by The Synod of Mississippi 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 18 


Jonathan, Noble In Friendship 


Background Scripture: I Samuel 14:1-15, 24-45; 17:55 - 18:5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 


31:1, 2. If Samuel 1:17-27. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Devotional Reading: John 15:9-15. 


It is hard to find words to adequately express our admiration for this noble man and ideal friend. 


He is so unselfish and generous; so true and loyal. His love for David is the finest type of love and 


illustrates the love of Jesus for His disciples. It is fitting that our Devotional Reading should be 
taken from John 15 where Jesus says, “As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye 
in my love.” It is easy to see why David loved Jonathan, for David had everything to gain and noth- 


ing to lose in such a friendship with the young 
heir to the throne, but Jonathan’s love for David 


was pure and unselfish. It stood the severest tests _ 


friendship can stand. Even when he knew that 
David was to take his place and be king instead of 
the natural heir to the throne, Saul’s son. It 
stood by his friend when his father turned against 
him and tried to incite Jonathan with the same 
spirit of jealousy that filled his own breast. It 
remained true when David was hunted like a 
criminal. Jonathan is one of the minor characters 
of the Bible, but, like some of the other such men 
and women, he shines forth with a brilliancy 
superior to many who did greater things. David 
is a greater man as far as his work and influence 
are concerned, but he is not as pure and noble 
in character as his friend. 


_ Our Background Scripture contains so much 
that only a few of the points can be touched, 
and these but briefly. 


I. Jonathan, a Soldier of Faith and Courage: 
I Samuel 14:1-15, 24-45. : 


I remember, almost as if it were yesterday, 
how Dr. Theron H. Rice looked and spoke as 


he vividly described this “Venture of Faith” to. 


our class in the Seminary. It is the story of 
Jonathan and the young man that bare his 
armor. The Philistines were giving Saul a bad 
time. On a certain day Jonathan suggested to 
the young men that they go over to the Philis- 
tines. ‘There was a sharp rock on one side 
and a sharp rock on the other. They had to 
climb up on their hands and feet. Like other 
heroes of faith Jonathan sought a “sign.” He 


Suggested that they discover themselves to the 


enemy, and if they said, Come up unto us; then 
we will go up: for the Lord hath delivered 
them into our hand: and he shall be a sign 
unto us. 

They carried out the plan; the men of the 
garrison said, Come up to us and we. will show 
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you a thing. They went up and began to slay 
the enemy and there came a trembling in the 
camp. The result was the complete rout of the 
Philistines. Saul and his men joined the battle. 
Saul had pronounced a curse upon anyone who 
took food until evening. Jonathan had not 
heard the oath which Saul foolishly took, and 
ate some honey as he went through a forest. 
Saul, who was not man enough to admit making 
a mistake, would have had his own son slain, 
but the people had more sense than the king 
and would not allow Jonathan to be put to 
death. This incident reveals the faith and cour- 
age of Jonathan and also throws light on the 


| character of Saul. 


II. Two Great Souls Knit Together in Love: | 
17:5 - 18:5. 


David had come up to visit his brothers in 
the army and had slain the giant Goliath. Saul 
would not let him go back to his father’s house. 
The two young men, David and Jonathan, met, 
and it seemed like “love at first sight” for the 
king’s son: And it came to pass, when he had 
made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the 
soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 
Jonathan and David made a covenant, and Jona- 
than stripped himself of the robe that was upon 
him, and gave it to David, and his garments, 
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his 
girdle. Thus begins a friendship which lasted 
as long as Jonathan lived and was remembered 
by David after the death of his friend. 


David behaved himself wisely and became a 
hero and court favorite. —The women sang his 
praises, and one of their songs reached the ears 
of Saul. They sang, Saul hath slain his thou- 
sands and David his tens of thousands. Saul 
became afraid of David and insanely jealous, 
and began to plot his destruction. 
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III. Jonathan the Peacemaker: 19:1-7. 


Saul spoke to his son and to his servants that 
they should kill David. It does not take jealousy 
long to turn into hatred and then to murder. 
Jonathan delighted in David and plead with 
Saul in behalf of his friend, showing his father 
how David had never wronged him but had 
fought bravely against the Philistines. Saul 
seems to be reconciled, and said, As the Lord 
liveth, he shall not be slain. So for a time David 
came back to his place at court. 


IV. Jonathan Helps David Escape: 20:1-42. 


This peace between David and Saul did not 
last. It was not long before the king, in a fit 
of jealous rage, sought to smite David with his 
spear while he was playing before him. David 
fled, and Saul sent messengers to his house with 
orders to kill him. Michael, Saul’s daughter, 
and David’s wife, helps him escape. He and 
Samuel live for a time at Naioth. He comes 
out of his hiding-place to Jonathan, and said 
to him, What have I done? They make an 
agreement to test Saul. Jonathan is to let David 


know the result. Since the next day was to be 


the new moon and David would be expected to 
be at the table with Saul and the others, Jona- 
than was to find out just how his father felt. 
They made another covenant with each other. 


Saul did not say anything the first day of 
the feast, but on the morrow he asked Jonathan, 
Wherefore cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, 
neither yesterday or today? Jonathan replied 
that David had asked leave to go to Bethlehem. 
Saul’s anger was so great that he cast his javelin 
at Jonathan, who rose from the table with fierce 
anger, for he was grieved for David. The fol- 
lowing morning he went out to the field at the 
time appointed. Shooting an arrow, he cried to 
the lad who was with him. Is not the arrow 
beyond thee? Make speed, haste, stay not. This 
was the sign agreed upon by the two friends to 
indicate whether it was safe for David to come 
back to the house of Saul. The lad gathered 
up the arrows and went back to the city know- 
ing nothing of the significance of what had been 
done and said. 


David now comes out of his hiding-place and 


the friends take an affectionate leave of one 
another, weeping together. From this time on 
David was a fugitive. Saul spends a large part 
of his time hunting for him and trying to kill 
him. Although David spares Saul’s life twice 
when he has an opportunity to slay him, and 
Saul for the time seems touched, yet David is 
afraid to return. He gathers about him a band 
of devoted “outlaws”, and they live as best they 
can. He finally leaves the country altogether. 


V. Jonathan Strengthens David: 23:15-18. 
Jonathan remains loyal. He went to David 
while the latter was in the wilderness and 
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“strengthened his hand in God.” He braved his 
father’s wrath. He said to David, Fear not: for 
the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee: 
and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall 
be next unto thee.” The supreme test of friend. 
ship is found in this scene and in these words. 
Are we as loyal to our friends when they are 
in disgrace? Paul says of his friend, Onesiphorus, 
“For he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed 
of my chain.” (II Tim. 1:16). Other “fair. 
weather” friends had deserted him when he was 
arrested. Jonathan did not desert his friend 
when David became an exile and was treated 
like a criminal. The second test is this: Are we 
willing for our friends to have first place, while 
we take the second place? Many friendships end 
at this point. Jonathan was perfectly willing for 
David to be king. It reminds us of John the 
Baptist and his words about Jesus, He must 
increase, and I must decrease. Jonathan stood 
both tests. 

VI. Jonathan’s Death: I Samuel 31:1, 2. 


Jonathan was not to live and be second to 
David. Things went from bad to worse with 
king Saul and Israel. ‘The Philistines came 
against him in force. He tries to get help from 
God, but when no answer comes, in his despera- 


- tion he goes to the witch of Endor and hears 


his doom pronounced from the lips of Samuel 
whom she calls from the grave. This visit shows 


the awful mental condition of Saul. The battle 


goes against Israel and both Saul and Jonathan 
are slain. It is the sad and tragic end of what 
might have been a successful reign. Disobedience, 
self-will, and insane jealousy had done their 
deadly work for Saul. 


VII. David’s Grief for Jonathan: 
II Samuel 1:17-27. 

David writes, and causes to be sung, a beauti- 
ful lamentation over the two men; one his 
friend, the other, his enemy. He includes Saul 
in this song, and says of them, Saul and Jona- 
than were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in their death they were not divided. He is 
“stretching the truth a bit” in what he says 
about Saul, but his eulogy over Jonathan is 


richly deserved. Jonathan’s love for him had in- 


deed been “wonderful, passing the love of 
women.” Our Saviour’s love surpasses that of 
Jonathan, for “He loved me and gave himself 
for me.” Do we love Him? 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 
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students. Personal attention. Sci- 
entific tests and guidance. Ath- 
letics. Liberal arts. Business. 
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YOUNG PEOF 


EPIC 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 18 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“It Pays To Investigate” 


Scripture: Romans 12:1-2 and Philippians 4:8 
Suggested Hymns: | 

“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

“My Soul Be on Thy Guard” 

“O Jesus, I Have Promised’”’ 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(Read the program material thoughtfully and 
prayerfully before you assign subjects to the 
speakers. After you have in mind the ideas 
which they will be presenting, make a collection 
of advertisements from papers and magazines 
which illustrate the points they bring out. When 
the speakers have been heard, pass the advertise- 
ments one by one among the young people, and 


ask for their evaluations according to the Chris- 


tian principles of honesty and wholesomeness. 
If your group is too large for this procedure, 
divide them into groups of six or eight, giving 
each group several advertisements to evaluate. 
After allowing time for study, each group could 
report its findings to the whole body of young 


people.) 


Leader’s Introduction: 


One of the largest businesses in the world, 
and especially in the United States, is that of 
advertising. Not only is it big business in the 
amount of money it involves, but in the tremen- 
dous influence it has on the living and thinking 


of the people who read it, and hear it, and see 


it. The purpose of advertising is to give people 
information concerning a particular product... 
the kind of information that will create in them 
a desire for that product. There is no question 
but that advertising pays. If it did not pay, 
business men would not spend so much money 
on it, and the advertising men themselves would 
not be so extravagant in their outlays. 


_ Advertising is good business for those who 
sell, but is it always good for those who buy, 
or for those who are prospective buyers? Cer- 
tainly it is good when it tells them the truth 
about products and commodities which they 
need. It is good when it calls to their attention 
new things which will enrich and improve their 
lives. There are codes of conduct and practice 
which govern advertisers, but even so we hear 
suggestions from time to time that all advertis- 


AUGUST 7, 1957 


_ ing cannot be trusted, and that some of it is 


unwholesome. That is why it “pays to investi- 
gate,” and that is why some advertising must be 
taken with “a grain of salt.” Our speakers will 


suggest two areas in which Christians should 


examine advertising, and then we shall take 
some printed advertisements and evaluate them 


from the Christian standpoint. 


First Speaker: 


Everyone recognizes that advertising ought to 
tell the truth about that which is being adver- 
tised. The codes governing advertising require 
truthfulness at least as far as the letter of the 
law is concerned, but it sometimes appears that 
we must investigate beyond the letter of the law. 
As we all know, it is possible to tell the literal 
truth but to tell it in such a way that a false 
impression is left. When we read that “Men of 
Distinction” drink a certain brand of whiskey, 
the advertisers do not tell the whole truth. If 
such men enjoy a certain kind of distinction, 
they did not get it from drinking whiskey. A 
thoroughly honest portrayal of the situation 
would also show scenes of poverty, debauchery, 


and sin where the same brand of whiskey is used. 


Another way by which practical dishonesty 
creeps into advertising is through the use of 
fine print and misleading words. What appears 


to be a bargain price for a certain item will be 


printed in large, eye-catching figures, but the 
description of the article will appear at one side 
in almost microscopic print and confusing terms. 
One store will announce a tremendous sale with 
drastic reductions in prices. Some very real 
bargains will be offered, but other articles will 
be priced in a way that is misleading. Large 
signs are placed showing the price of the article 
compared to a much higher figure. The high 
figure is the price they claim would have to be 
paid at another store, but the buyer receives 


the impression that their own prices have been 


marked down. Now I should like for you to 
suggest other ways in which advertising can be 
actually misleading while being legally truthful. 
(List the suggestions on a blackboard.) 


Second Speaker: 


Some publications will not accept advertise- 
ments of certain products no matter how truth- 
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fully and tastefully they may be described. This 
is because they believe the products themselves 
to be unwholesome and unnecessary. Certainly 
advertisements of alcoholic beverages would come 
under this heading. What a tremendous amount 
of advertising is devoted to creating a desire for 
strong drink! How could such advertising seem 
right to a Christian? Suggest other unwholsome 
subjects of advertising, and let us list them on 
the board. 


There is a kind of advertising which seeks to 
call attention to its product by appealing to 
unwholesome desires and emotions, such as the 
use of immoral pictures and jokes. There may 
be nothing at all wrong with the product, and 
the actual description of it may be thoroughly 
truthful, but this kind of advertising cannot be 
countenanced or approved by a Christian. 


There is also the kind of advertising which 
creates unwholesome desires and attitudes. Some 
advertisements appeal to feelings of envy and 
jealousy, and a great deal of our advertising is 
thoroughly materialistic. If we would believe 
all that we see and hear, the highest joys and 
the greatest blessings of life are to be had merely 
by owning a certain make of automobile or 
bathing with a certain brand of soap. This also 
is a matter of dishonesty . . . not by misrepre- 
senting the product but in advocation of a 
false philosophy. There are more reasons why 


Christians need to investigate what is advertised, 


(Distribute your collection of advertisements 
for examination, evaluation, and report.) 


Program Leader: 


As we have thought seriously about advertise. 
ments, I am sure we have come to a fuller ap- 
preciation of their effectiveness in influencing 
our lives. What can we do to make advertising 
meet Christian standards of truthfulness and 


_wholesomeness? How can advertising be used 


to lead people to Christ and influence their lives 
for Him? (Ask for concrete answers to these 
uestions. List them on the blackboard and 
iscuss them.) 


. . . Whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world... 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


CHURCH SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT TO 
THE PASTOR WANTED to run busy Church 
Office. Contact Wm. E. Hill, Jr., 2401 City 
Point Road, Hopewell, Va., CEdar 9-6765. 


organization. 


Efficiently meshed gears mean power 
—whether they’re in an engine or an 


The power of your Church is increased 
when each of its gears is doing its 
share of the work. Each branch of church activity—Church, Church 
School, publishing house, book store—lends support and power to 
every other branch. To strengthen one is to strengthen all. Support 
your Presbyterian Book Stores. Their support means your support too. 


PRESBYTERIAN BooK STORES | 
Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga.; Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas; Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leadership on 


“Jesus and Citizenship” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 


LESSON 9. “THE LEAST OF THESE” 
The Lesson in Outline 


I. Introduction and Approach 


Christianity as a world and life view in- 
cludes many areas of thought and action. 
This lesson shall be a study of several Bible 
passages to help us to understand the com- 
prehensiveness of the duties of Christian 
citizenship. 


II. The Rich Young Ruler - Mk. 10:17-22 
(Parallel - Mt. 19:16-22; Lk. 18:18-23) 


A. Context - this event is connected with 
parables teaching the free grace of God in 
the plan of salvation. 


B. Analysis of the Passage - Questions and 
Answers 


1. How can I earn my salvation? 
By keeping the whole law of God. 


2. What beyond this can I do? 
A particular test given that shows his 
true character. 


3. Result of this test — he goes away 
sorrowful. 


III. The Question of Position in the Kingdom 
Mk. 9:33-37, 42-50. 


A. The Dissension of the Disciples. 
B. The Teaching of Jesus. 


1. Greatness in the Kingdom is found in 
the greatest service. 


2. The example of the child. 
3. The warning against sin. 
a. Of causing others to sin. 


b. Of causing ourselves to sin. 
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IV. The Final Judgment - Mt. 25:31-46. 


A. The Judge - the Son of Man - Jesus Christ 
- the King. 


B. The Judged - all the nations - all peoples. 


C. The Basis of Judgment - our works 
testify our attitude of heart. 


I. Introduction . 


In our past lessons we have considered several 
particular matters which come under the gen. 
eral subject of Christian citizenship. ‘This month 
we shall be concerned with the broader impli- 
cations of Christianity in this realm. The Chris- 
tian Faith is a world and life view. It involves 
us in an acceptance of a wholly new view of 
everything in this world. This being true, we 
need to study the Bible to see how even the 
details of life are involved in a true Christian 
view of life. We have before us several passages 
which indicate how much we ought to be con- 
cerned with just such details. In this particular 
study we shall seek to give background for the 
understanding of these three passages of Scrip- 
ture. It is suggested that after the Circle has 
studied each passage, specific applications re- 
garding the matter of Christian citizenship may 
be made by individual members. 


II. The Rich Young Ruler 


Mk. 10:17-22 (Mt. 19:16-22; Lk. 18:18-23) 


A. Context 


The event of the coming of the rich young 
ruler to Jesus is recorded in each of the three 
Synoptic Gospels. In all three it appears im- 
mediately following the blessing of the little 
children by Jesus. In Luke these two events 
occur immediately after the parable of the 
Pharisee and the Publicdn praying in the Tem- 


_ ple. In Matthew they are followed by the par- 


able of the vineyard and the workmen who 
are surprised when they are not paid in direct 
proportion to their labor. The gathering of 
these events and parables together is not acci- 
dental. The main thrust of all four is that 
the Kingdom of God is not earned by works, 
but is a gift of God’s free grace. The fact that 
the Gospel writers. gather these four events 
together places greater emphasis on this com- 
mon teaching of them all. It is in this light 
that we must examine the account of the deal- 
ing of Jesus with the rich young ruler. 
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p. Analysis of the Passage — Questions and 
Answers 


1. “Good Master, What shall I do that I 
may inherit eternal life?” (Mk. 10:17). 


This young man recognized Jesus as a teacher. 
He pays Him the highest respect as a teacher, 
but in this question he displays his complete 
misunderstanding of the Gospel. He desired 
eternal life, which is good, but his view of how 
this life may be obtained is entirely erroneous. 
Matthew records his question thus: “What good 
thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
(Mt. 19:16). It is evident that despite all the 
honor that he gives to Christ, he still looks 
upon Him as nothing more than a mere man. 
He calls Him good, but then immediately turns 
and assumes that he too can be just as good, 
if only he knew what to do. 


Jesus answers him, “Why callest thou me 
good? None is good save one, even God. Thou 
knowest the commandments...” In this state- 
ment Jesus is pointing out the weakness of 
the young man’s view. He is not contrasting 
Himself with the One who is good, but is point- 
ing the young ruler to the ultimate measure 
of good to show that his whole approach is 
faulty. J. A. Alexander paraphrases His words 
thus: “You ask what good you are to do, and 
come to me as a teacher of good, able to inform 


you; but on that ground why not go to God. 


at once? He alone is absolutely good, and His 
will is expressed in His commandments.” He 
goes on to point out: “The goodness of our 
Lord Himself, and His divinity, are then not 
at all in question, and are consequently neither 
affirmed nor denied.” (Commentary on the 
Gospel of Mark). ‘This is borne out by the 
fact that Jesus in the next verse refers the young 
man to the commands of God. 


In doing this Jesus reaffirms the fact that the 
commandments of God, given through Moses, 
are the revelation of God’s own holy nature 
and are therefore perpetually binding. They 
are the measure of man’s actions. It is interest- 
ing to note that the particular commandments 
that Jesus cites are those of the Second Table 
of the Law. They deal with man’s duty to 
man. It would seem that these are cited because 
they are of special value as a test for self-exam- 
ination. “A man may imagine that he fears and 
loves God, but he cannot imagine that he loves 


his neighbor if he robs or murders him, or bears — 


false ‘witness against him.” (Alexander). These 
commandments are the measure of our actions 
toward our fellowmen, but we must never lose 
sight of the fact that these actions are related 


to God as well. It is significant to see that 


David, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
When he confesses his sin of covetousness, orang 
hood, murder and adultery, cries out, “Against 
thee, thee only, have I sinned.” 
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2. The Response of the Young Ruler and His 
Further Question 


The young man in his blatant claim of having 
kept these commandments reveals his real lack 
of understanding of the holiness of God and 
of the spiritual nature of the Law. Jesus, as 
recorded by Matthew, had indicated the true 
spiritual nature of the Law in summarizing 


the Second Table, “Thou shalt love thy neigh- 


bor as thyself.” But the ruler fails to recognize 
this truth. He shows his extremely superficial 
view of the law by limiting it to the overt acts. 
How many of us are just as superficial! We 
think that we are good people because we have 
not committed the overt acts of murder, of adul- 
tery, of theft, of lying, or of defrauding another. 
Yet, if we would examine our own hearts in 


the light of the Law of God as interpreted by — 


Christ in the Sermon on the Mount, we would 
all have to acknowledge that we have broken 
them in thought, word and deed. It is not just 
the extreme sin that is condemned, but all sins 
of like nature, and all that lead to the extreme 
that are condemned. For a full study of the 
Law we would commend most highly the expo- 


sition of the Law found in our Larger and — 


Shorter Catechisms. Larger Catechism question 
99 deals with the basic principles for under- 
standing the Law. Then, of course, both cate- 
chisms present a list of questions defining what 
is required and forbidden in each command- 
ment. 


The young ruler shows contempt for the Law 
and asks that he be given a greater test. Jesus 
gives him such a particular test. This test shows 
the true character of the young man. He had 
assumed that he had kept the Law, and yet 
he recognized that he still lacked eternal life. 
“All these things have I observed; what lack 
I yet?” (Mt. 19:20). Though he had a long 
view of the law, yet there still rested in his 
heart an uneasy conscience. Jesus in giving 
him the additional test did not add anything 
to the law. Rather He is giving him a test of 
the sort that will demonstrate to the young 
man his true state. It was a test that would 
show that he had not kept the law at all. The 
test was one that would bring out the basic 
principle that underlies the whole of the Law, 
namely, the giving up all for the sake of God. 
Without placing God first in all things, the 
formal observance of the law is of no avail. It 
is not to be taken that every one must give up 
his wealth to be saved, but rather that we each 
must give up whatever idols we may have. 
“Christ requires him to abandon what he knew 
to be his idol, and the man at once perceives 
the deficiency of his obedience.”’ Thus Jesus is 
far from conceding that the man has kept the 
Law. Instead He is demonstrating to him that 
he has not kept it. The specific test for this 
man does not become the general rule for all. 
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3. The Result of this Test. 


It is a sad thing to see the young ruler fail 
to meet this final test. He seems to have recog- 
nized his true character, in that he did not 
protest, but simply went away sorrowful. He 
saw that he had not met the real requirements 
of God’s Law, and thus could not expect to 
have eternal life as a result of his works. He 
further saw that he could not meet this law. 
How we need t rn this same lesson! ‘The 
fact is that we are all sinful in our hearts and 
no amount.of law keeping can remove that stain 
of sin. Eternal life can come to us only by the 
grace of God t by our own merit. 


Whether this man ever came to the acceptance 
of Christ as Saviour, we do not know. He is 
not mentioned again in the Scripture. We do 
have one hint that may encourage us to think 
that Christ did eventually win him. Mark re- 
cords, “And Jesus looking upon him loved 
him . . .” Some explain this to be love 
centered upon him as a sincere young man, or 
upon his good works, but these seem unlikely 
explanations when his true character is seen 
in his departure. “Most probably, however, 
love, as in many other places here denotes not 
moral approbation, nor affection founded upon 
any thing belonging to the object, but a sover- 
eign and gratuitous compassion, such as leads 
to every act of mercy upon God’s part (com- 
pare John 3:16; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:4; I John 
4:10-19) The Saviour’s love is then 
mentioned, not as the effect of what precedes, 
but as the ground or motive of what follows.” 
(Alexander). The very unmasking of the young 
man was an act of grace on the part of our 
Lord, for it showed his true condition and need 
of a Saviour, and we may well hope that he 
eventually found in Jesus that Gracious Saviour 
that He is to all who receive Him with a simple 
childlike faith. 


At this point we would like to interject a 
note of warning. We have been spending our 
studies throughout this year on the subject of 
Christian citizenship, which is properly a fruit 
of conversion, but we must be careful not to 
get the impression that by being good citizens 
we become Christians. The reverse is true. By 
becoming Christians we become, or should be- 
come, better citizens because of our new world 
and life view. We cannot get this view without 
first becoming Christians, and this involves our 
' recognition of our sinfulness, of Christ as 
Saviour, and the personal acceptance of Him as 
our Saviour. Let us, therefore, learn the lesson 
of the rich young ruler that we cannot do 
any good thing that we may have eternal life. 
We must recognize our utter bankruptcy of 
meritorious works, and seek the true salvation 
that is to be found in the only One who is good, 
namely in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God. 
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III. The Question of Position in the Kingdom 
Mk. 9:33-37, 42-50. 


A. The Dissension of the Disciples. 


The passage we have before us is the result 
of a dissension among the disciples. ‘They were 
debating the question of which one would be 
greater in the Kingdom. They displayed here 


a lack of understanding concerning the true 


nature of the Messianic Kingdom. They were 
still thinking of it in materialistic terms. What 
was even worse was the self seeking attitude 
that they displayed. -- 


B. The Teaching of Jesus. 


In His rebuke Jesus enunciates a basic prin- 
ciple regarding the matter of service and reward 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. “If any man would 
be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of 
all.” Paul cites the example of Jesus Himself 
in this regard when he urges that Christians 
should have the same attitude that Jesus had 
in His incarnation. See Phil. 2:5-8. It must 
be remembered that even as Jesus set the exam- 
ple of humility in our behalf, so we ought to 
follow this as the ideal Christian life. Warfield 
sums this up very beautifully: ‘We need to 


- note carefully, however, that it is not self- 


depreciation, but self-abnegation, that is thus 
commended to us. If we would follow Christ, 
we must, every one of us, not in pride but in 
humility, yet not in lowness but in lowliness, 
not degrade ourselves but forget ourselves, and 
seek every man not his own things but those 
of others.” (Warfield, Sermon, “Imitating the 
Incarnation”). He goes on to say of this life 
that it is not unnatural. “After all, it issues 


not in the destruction of self, but in the de- 


struction of selfishness; it leads us not to a 
Buddha-like unselfing, but to a Christ-like self- 
development. Our self-abnegation is 
thus not for our own sake, but for the sake 
of others. And thus it is not to mere self-denial 
that Christ calls us, but specifically to self- 
sacrifice: not to unselfing, but to unselfishing 
ourselves. Self-denial for its own sake is in its 
very naturé ascetic, monkish. It concentrates 
our whole attention on self. This life 
of self-denial must itself be done in an attitude 
of self-forgetfulness. We cannot be self-con- 
sciously self-forgetful, selfishly unselfish. Only, 
when we humbly walk this path, seeking truly 
in it not our own things but those of others, 
we shall find the promise true, that he who 
loses his life shall find it. . . The path 
of self-sacrifice is the path to glory.” (War 
field). How difficult it is for us to realize the 
full truth of this principle in our own lives! 
How often it is that we forget that we cannot 
sincerely seek to serve others so long as we are 
seeking ultimately reward for self! 


2. The Example of the Child. 
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Jesus sets a child before the disciples indi- 


cating that when we are truly one with Christ, . 


then no matter how insignificant we may be, 
we still are His representatives. He, after all, 
is the real center of value in our lives, not what 
we are by ourselves. It is Christ who dwells 
in us, and who makes us ready for Heaven, 
nothing in ourselves as such. Thus His weakest 
follower is under His care and is to be recog- 
nized as His own. 


3. Warning Against Sin. 


a. Of causing others to sin. 


Jesus reinforces the teaching regarding the 
place of the weakest believers in His warning 
against causing one of the least of them to sin. 
He indicates that it would be better for a 

rson who causes one of these to stumble that 
he were dead at the bottom of the sea. This 
is very strong language, and should serve as 
a warning to all of us regarding the examples 
that we set before our children and before 
weaker Christians. © 


b. Of causing ourselves to sin. 


From the matter of causing another to stum- 
ble, Jesus turns to the matter of our causing 
ourselves to sin. Here, He indicates how serious 
He considers the matter of sin to be. The prin- 
ciple that He enunciates is that nothing of an 
earthly possession is too precious if sin is the 
result. No sacrifice is too great to avoid sin. 
He is not teaching self-mutilation, but rather 
is using the extreme case to show the enormity 
of sin. Note also the contrast between the final 


and eternal destinies of man that He sets forth. 


He speaks of life and the Kingdom of God on 
the one hand, and on the other, He speaks of 
hell, unquenchable fire, and hell, where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched. 
He certainly teaches the fact that hell exists, and 
that punishment there will be everlasting. 


IV. The Final Judgment - Mt. 25:31-46.. 
A. The Judge 


“There are few passages in the whole Bible 
more solemn and heart-searching than this. May 
we read it with the deep and serious attention 
which it deserves.” (Ryle, J. C., Expository 
Thoughts on the Gospels) . 


As we examine this passage note first of all 
the picture of the Judge. It is Christ, in all 
His glory. It is the Son of Man, coming in all 
His glory, and sitting upon the throne of glory, 
who is represented as the King, the Judge. This 
is the same One who was born in a manger in 
Bethlehem, who took upon Himself the form 
of a servant who was despised and rejected of 
men, who was beaten, scourged, and nailed to 
the cross. This is the One who comes at the 
end of the world as the Judge of all the world. 
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The Father has given unto Him all judgment. 
(John 5:22). God “hath appointed a day in 
which He will judge the world in righteousness 
by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof 
He hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
He hath raised Him from the dead.” (Acts 
17:31). 3 


For the believer to know that the judgment 
is in the hands of Jesus, his Saviour, is a mes- 
sage of greatest comfort. He can rest in the 
assurance that the Jesus whom he has found 
to be such a Gracious Saviour, Shepherd, Friend 
and High Priest, will continue to be merciful 


to him. But for the unbeliever, who has re- 


jected, or simply ignored, the offers of the 
Gospel in this life, there will be great con- 
fusion on that day. “To be condemned in the 
day of judgment by anyone would be awful; 


but to be condemned by Him who would have 


saved them will be awful indeed.” (Ryle). 


B. The Judged 


_ Notice that according to this passage all the 
nations, that is, all the people of the earth, 
shall be called to that throne of judgment. At 
the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and 


every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is 


Lord to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 
2:10-11). All shall respond to that summons of 
the King. There is no way of avoiding that 
day, but there is a way of being prepared for 
it, namely, by knowing the Judge as Saviour 
and Friend before we come to that day. 


C. The Basis of Judgment 

‘ The judgment itself results in the division 
of all men into two groups, the “sheep and the 
goats.” It is important to see the reference 
to the Gospel of Grace that is included in the 
invitation of the King to the sheep. “Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world . .. ” “Before speaking of the reward 
of good works, He points out, in passing, that 
the commencement of salvation flows from a 
higher source; for by calling them blessed of 
the Father, he reminds them that their salva- 


tion proceedeth from the undeserved favor of 


God.” (Calvin, Commentary on a Harmony of 
the Evangelists). The expression “blessed of 


my Father” conveys the concept of a blessing 


that originates with the Father, and not of an 
earned blessing. This is confirmed by the invi- 
tation to the sheep to come and inherit the 


kingdom prepared for them from the creation 


of the world. This on speaks not of an 
earned reward, but of a gift by inheritance as 
heirs. Only after this declaration of His grace 


does Christ go on to speak of the works of the 


believers as confirming their faith. We are justi- 
fied by faith, but the truth of our faith will 
be tested by our deeds. “Faith without works 


Is dead.” (James 2:11). The works of men 
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will be witnesses of our faith. It is not merely 
what we profess, but also what we practice. 
The true character of the believers is seen in 
the humility with which they regard their own 
works. Their lives have been marked with works 
of charity, of which they have scarcely been 
aware. On the other hand, the goats, on the 
left, are not addressed with the word of grace. 
Instead their works are brought as witnesses of 
their wickedness. Their sinful character is seen 
in their failure to acknowledge their sins. ‘They 


are sent away into eternal fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. ; 

Let us examine ourselves in the light of this 
passage! Do we know Christ as our Saviour? 
Do we just profess this without a real livi 
faith in our hearts? Or do we find in our lives 
the real evidence of God’s grace working there 
as we find ourselves loving and serving Him 
and our fellowman? See I John 4:20-21. May 
God be pleased to perform His work of grace 
in each of our hearts! 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Mrs. Milton A. (Nellie Scott) Candler, 
whose father, George Scott founded Agnes 
Scott College here, died July 4 in a private hospital 
in Atlanta. She was 91. 


A native of Pennsylvania, she came to Atlanta 
at the age of 12. She was a member of the 
Decatur, Ga., Presbyterian Church. 


She is survived by her daughters, Mrs. H. B. 
Earthman and Miss Nell Candler of Decatur, and 
grandchildren, Col. H. B. Earthman of Wyoming, 
and Mrs. Charles Molton of Decatur. 


Atlanta—‘“‘Because you sent the Good News to 
my father and mother, and through them it has 
come to me, I stand here today. Because of the 
work you did to send the Good News to my country, 
I am what I am today.” 


With these simple words of thanks a Christian 
from the Belgian Congo brought greetings recently 
to many leaders of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Meeting in the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, a group that included two former modera- 
tors of the General Assembly, two executive secre- 
taries, present and former missionaries, and lay 
and ministerial leaders of Atlanta Presbyterians 
heard greetings brought by Elder and Mrs. Isaac 
Kanyinda, Congolese Christian leaders. 


The Kanyindas, who are taking part in the World 
Mission Conference, and the Miami Men’s Con- 
vention and visiting many agencies and institutions 
of the Church, while in this country, are from 
Kakinda in the Congo. They are the first Congolese 
couple to come as representatives of the Congo 
Church to the Presbyterian Church U.S., in the 


66-year history of the Presbyterian mission in their | 


land. 


Elder Kanyinda expressed this fact in warm 
thanks, saying: “I have only the words to thank 
you. It was you—the Church here—that made it 
possible for us to come here. What you have done 
has made all our friends happy in the Congo. We 
thank the Lord over and over for this day. It’s 
been 66 years since the Presbyterian mission went 
out to my country. It is the first time that you 
have wanted someone as a representative from our 
church and its 70,000 members. For this we two 
are deeply grateful, and all our friends are happy.” 
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Mrs. Kanyinda, the mother of ten children, was 
the chief speaker for the occasion. She and her 
husband, who is a teacher in the Mission’s Normal 
School and director of the mission choir, first sang 
a hymn in their native tongue, using a hymnbook 
from the mission’s Luebo Press. Then Mrs. Kan- 
yinda spoke. Mrs. R. F. Cleveland, long a mission- 
ary to the Congo, interpreted. 


“It is the training of my mother and father that 
has made it possible for me to stand before you. 
All parents should train their children correctly, 
as we are told in Proverbs: ‘Train up a child in 


tthe way he should go; and when he is old he will 


not depart from it.’ 


‘“‘Because my parents obeyed this instruction, and 
I obeyed my parents, the Good News which you 
sent to my father and mother has come to me, s0 
I stand here today. Because of the work you did 
to send the Good News to my country, I am what 
I am today.” 


In simple words, quoting from Deuteronomy and 


_ Ephesians, Mrs. Kanyinda reiterated the importance 


of proper. training for children, for “‘the teaching 
of my father and mother has brought peace to my 
heart, and has made me want to serve my Lord. 


. Therefore, I am standing before you today with 


great joy in my heart.” 


In answer to questions concerning their impres- 
sions of the Church in America, Elder Kanyinda 
said the thing which most impressed him was “the 
faith that appears among the women of the Church. 
We see that the women can do the work of the 
Lord with strength that surprises us. We don’t 
find things like that in our place. We have been 
surprised at the way the women here carry on 
their meetings, with all arranged in good order.”’ 


But other questions to Mrs. Kanyinda about her 
work would indicate that she is herself accomplish- 
ing a great deal. She told the group that she is 
president of the Kakinda Women of the Church; 
teaches third grade in the day school at the mis- 
sion; leads the women in their outpost evangelistic 
work, visiting one of the outer villages every after- 
noon; and teaches women sewing, child care, and 


sometimes, Bible. “The people need our teaching,” 


she said, “because they are still worshiping gods 
of horn and‘shell in many villages, still following 
the customs of their forefathers. Therefore, ! 
plead with you to pray for us that the people 
will want to hear us. Send many more missionaries 
to help us,” she concluded. 
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LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge—On Monday ——e July 8, the 
Monte Sano Presbyterian Church honored their 
pastor, Rev. Jefferson K. Aiken, and his wife, with 
a reception held in observance of his sixteenth 
year as pastor of this church. 


Receiving guests, with Mr. and Mrs. Aiken and 
their children, Kirk and Jane Kelly, were Mr. T. L. 
McGrew, Clerk of the Session; Mr. O. D. Johnson, 


Sr., Chairman of the Board of Deacons; Miss Mil- | 


dred Devall, DCE and Secretary; and the follow- 
ing who represented other organizations of the 
church: Mr. J. T. Arnold, Mrs. Ben F. Slocum, 
Mrs. O. D. Johnson, Jr., Dr. E. W. Day and Mr. 
0. C. Perkins. 


Members of the Women of the Church attended 
the guest register at intervals, and also served at 
the punch and coffee service. Eighteen of the 
Senior High Young People served as tea girls. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Hattiesburg—O. E. Davis, Meridian business man 
and an elder in Oakland Heights Presbyterian 
Church of that city, is the new moderator of 
Meridian Presbytery. 


Davis was elected to a six-month term at the 
July Presbytery meeting held Tuesday at Wiggins 
Presbyterian Church. Twenty-four ministers and 
86 elders were present, including representatives 
from the four churches in Hattiesburg and Petal. 


Jack L. Moore, layman in Westminster Church 
vf Hattiesburg and former — relations director 
at Southern College, was taken under 
the care of the Presbytery so he can enter South- 
western Seminary at Austin, Tex., in September 


to prepare for the ministry. 


An invitation presented by H. L. Norsworthy, 
elder in Petal Presbyterian Church to hold the 
fall Presbytery meeting in the Petal church Oct. 
15 was accepted. 


_A resolution was adopted stating that accusa- 
tions made against certain men in Mississippi in 
an article in The Outlook, a Presbyterian publi- 
cation, were without foundation. 


A report made by Rev. W. W. Bagby of San- 
dersville for the committee on stewardship showed 
a substantial gain in stewardship contributing. 


Dr. J. C. Crane, retired missionary of Gulfport, 
delivered the sermon. 

Robert Newton, Jr., of Wiggins urged men of 
the Presbytery to attend the Presbyterian Men’s 
Convention in Miami in October. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Barium Springs — Little Joe’s Presbyterian 
Church here will be dedicated as a memorial to 
friends of Barium Springs Children’s Home at a 
special service August 4. 


The service and dedication is planned to be held 
concurrently with the annual Homecoming Day for 
Alumni and friends of the Children’s Home. 


Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson, immediate past 
moderator of the General Assembly, will dedicate 
the $300,000 structure, and the Rev. Robert R. 
Collins, pastor of the church, will preside. | 


_Dr. Samuel E. Howie, of Oak Ridge, Tenn., will 
give the prayer of dedication, and the Rev. Albert 
B. McClure, superintendent at the Home, will speak 
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on the history of the church and the Memorial 
Fund which made the construction possible. 


About 20 years ago the Memorial Fund, assigned 
specifically for the building of the new church, 
was begun. The church and fellowship hall were 
financed by contributions to the fund, and are now 
free of all indebtedness. 


Maxton — Student Council officers at Presby- 
terian Junior College elected for summer school 
are: 


President, John G. Sloan, Jr., of Aberdeen; 
sophomore class president, Walter B. Jolly, Chad- 


- bourne; for the freshmen, Ralph T. Haney, Jr., 


Gibson; for the preparatory department, r 
Martinez, Cuba; and secretary-treasurer of the 
student council, Courtney Henderlite, of Glenn 


Allen, Va. 
The student officers constitute the Honor Coun- | 


cil and will serve during the second term of summer 
school beginning July 24. 


Durham — Duke University will have its first 


full-time chaplain to Presbyterian students when 


the Rev. Charles Earl Johnson, Jr., assumes his 
duties here August 1. 


Mr. Johnson is a native of Raleigh, N. C., and 
received his B.D. degree from the Duke Divinity 
School. He has been pastor of the Cary, N. C., 
Presbyterian Church since 1955. 


His wife is the former Elaine Hoisington whom 
he married in 1947 in Paris, France. The young 
couple has three children, Mark Shipp, Bruce 
Douglas, and Bruce Charles. 


Montreat — A “birthday” check for a record- 
breaking $206,819.29 was presented by the Presby- 
terian, U.S., Women of the Church to World 
Mission work in Korea and Mexico, at one of the 
sessions of the Women’s Annual Conference. 


The check, to be divided equally between edu- 
cational work in Mexico and the treatment, in 
mission hospitals, of tuberculosis in Korea, was pre- 
sented by Mrs. L. M. McCutchen of Atlanta, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of Women’s Work. 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the 
Board of World Missions, from Nashville, Tenn., 
accepted the nearly quarter-million dollar gift on 
behalf of the missionaries in the two countries 
where the money will be used. The check repre- 
sents the annual “ “Birthday Offering” of the 
Women of the Church organization, including more 
than 330,000 women in 16 Southern States. 


At the same time, the 3,000 women attending 
the annual Women’s Training School here in Mon- 
treat, heard the announcement of the Birthday 
Offering objectives for 1958. The prime objective 
will be the establishment of the “Janie W. Mce- 
Gaughey Scholarship Fund” to be used by Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College, Durant, Okla. The first 
$100,000 contributed by the women will be used 
toward this end. The next $75,000 will be given 
to the Chinese Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, 


La., for the development of its mission program. 


All gifts in excess of $175,000 will be added to the 
McGaughey Scholarship Fund. 


Dr. McGaughey, who makes her home in Atlanta 
retired as executive secretary of the Board o 
Women’s Work in 1956, after 29 years’ service to 
Presbyterian Women, and 27 as executive. Mrs. 
A. R. Craig, present chairman of the Women’s 
Board, from Rutherfordton, N. C., stated that the 
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